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THE SCARECROW

The Scarecrow | September 2010         
As we look around, we can see the difference that our work has made…Lorraine Radke, President GOTG   4

A message from our president
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Lorraine at Mission Inn, Riverside, CA
With September on the horizon, we have done well preparing for another successful year!  This is evident by the work of our committees that came together during August to pre-plan and submit their 2010/11 project schedules.  It was a new challenge for our club and, thanks to everyone involved, they met that challenge.  During the first week of September, all members will receive, via email, GOTG’s Annual Calendar of Events. We’re going to be a busy little garden club!
We have a lot of talent in our club and I hope that all members can become involved in projects and activities that interest them.  For example: 1) Take a day tour with Lou Jean Thomason and Diana Stuck.  2) Join Gay Rigmaiden and her crew at the Franklin Elementary School After-School Garden Program.  3)  Assist Dianne and Sharon with the care and maintenance of the Heritage Garden Roses at the Hotel Museum grounds.  4) Help out Mary Ellen at our Community Garden plot. 5) Volunteer at our October Pumpkin Festival Booth. 6) Assist with the promotion and ticket sales for our annual Fundraiser—the Holiday Home Tour in December.
Speaking of talent, a small group of club members have volunteered their personal time and worked tirelessly to stay on schedule to complete Phase 1 of the Elk Grove Hotel landscaping project.  But there’s still so much more to do before winter sets in.  Let’s show our continued appreciation by supporting and assisting the crew at one or more of the scheduled workdays.
A message for the visitors of our website:  I would like to invite you to visit us at one of our monthly meetings and consider joining our club.  We love to meet new friends of gardening.  Membership information can be found on the website.  Come and meet some of your neighbors.

Best wishes for a fun Fall.  

Lorraine Radke, President GOTG

September, 2010

The City Gardener

By Carol Wheeler, Editeur de Jardinage


Dill (Anethum graveolens) flourishes when planted by seeds directly into the bed where it will grow.  Dill prefers a lot of sun and moist, but well drained soil.  Although dill is an annual, it does tend to re-seed itself.  Harvest with a scissors, clipping the leaves close to the stem when the plant is about four inches high.  After flowering and the seeds in it have begun to brown, cut off the flowers heads and hang upside down in a paper bag. 
Dill weed is pungent with a bit of a bite.  The seeds are similar in taste to anise and caraway. 
Dill adds zip to pasta and tossed salads, to dips, egg dishes, cottage cheese and to fresh tomatoes.  It gives character to white sauces and butters, to fish, chicken and veal and to steamed vegetables.  Dill seeds liven up breads and crackers and of course, dill pickles and vinegars. 
Add dill at the end of the cooking process in order to keep its fresh flavor.  Dill is a good salt substitute with just-harvested vegetables. 
First Friday

The Elk Grove Fine Arts Center, in appreciation for our landscape work in Old Town Elk Grove, displayed our photography contest winners at no cost during the Old Town First Friday event.

Linda and Jim Lichtenberg along with Rosie Brown enjoy the fine art displays at the Center:
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Staff Photo The Scarecrow


Carol Wheeler shares a cheery smile in front of the display of our club’s award-winning photographs.  The quality of the pictures is cause to be proud.
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Staff Photo The Scarecrow

The kitchen garden

This club never ceases to amaze.

Pictured below is our volunteer crew laying the cinder block walls for the raised beds at the Elk Grove Hotel and Stage Stop Museum.  To the left is our good friend, Joe Ovel, explaining the niceties of mixing mortar to Ken Williamson.  In the center, Ron Schager casts a critcal eye over his work.  With his back to the camera, Jim Entrican taps a block into place.  And, of course, the The Scarecrow editor stealthily dodges work.  Not pictured are Dave and Sue Richter and Sandy Thatcher.
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Laura Bemis Elk Grove Citizen
The ladies layed cinder block as well as the men and were a credit to the women of the club.  Although we failed to get their pictures, we did capture a picture of their work.

[image: image16.png]




Below, Joe (left) accepts a certificate of appreciation from Elk Grove Historical Society President, Jim Entrican.
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Laura Bemis Elk Grove Citizen
Joe cutting cinder block to size:
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Laura Bemis Elk Grove Citizen


Jodi Holmes cheerfully accepts certificate of appreciation on behalf of Silverado Nursery and Building Supplies:
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Staff Photo The Scarecrow
Jodi is responsible for allowing the Gardeners of the Grove to purchase building materials at a discount.

And, finally, the finished product: 
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Staff Photo The Scarecrow
Tomato tasting

Saturday, August 28, 2010 was the Elk Grove Community Garden and Learning Center’s annual tomato tasting event.
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http://www.elkgrovecommunitygarden.org/Events.html
The Gardeners of the Grove provided gardening related craft activities for the younger set.  Below, Lynn Clark mans the craft table where Mary Ellen Trapp’s grandchildren, Michael and Sophia work on their project while granddaughter Amanda keeps them company.  Nice smile, Amanda.
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Mary Ellen Trapp GOTG
A Community Garden Mom helps her big guy with his project.
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Mary Ellen Trapp GOTG
Michael and Sophia take in the community garden wearing the masks they made (color coordinated, no less).
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Mary Ellen Trapp GOTG
Lo and behold

Our granddaughter had a soccer tournament in Fort Bragg last month and grandma and grandpa thought it was a fine excuse for a long weekend along the coast.  Whenever we are in the area, we visit the Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens.  So there we were sauntering through the garden when we heard a familiar voice behind us and Lo and Behold there was Ron Schager behind us, spattered with mud in his muddy Wellingtons.  Ron was just finishing a week of volunteer work at the Gardens, mucking out a pond that was clogged with silt.  Ron is a long time friend of the gardens and often volunteers his time.

Our next meeting

Our next meeting is scheduled for Monday, September 27, 2010 at the Jessie Wright Suites at 9275 E Stockton Boulevard at 6:30 PM.  Our business meeting will be followed by Garden Chatter.  Be prepared to share your garden accomplishments, disasters, and questions with your fellow gardeners.  Our membership is a hidden resource of gardening wisdom.  Don’t hide it under your bushel basket.

Editor’s Note: Have you noticed that this edition is full of smiles.  What an impact our club’s activities make in people’s lives.
Upcoming events

September 18th - Gourd Festival, Sloughhouse

October 2nd & 3rd – Elk Grove Harvest Festival

Web sites

National Garden Club Inc. http://www.gardenclub.org/home.aspx
Pacific Region of National Garden Club, Inc. http://www.pacificregiongardenclubs.org/
California Garden Clubs, Inc. http://www.californiagardenclubs.org/
Sacramento River Valley District of California Garden Clubs, Inc. http://srvd.org/
The Elk Grove Citizen: www.egcitizen.com
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CLASSIFIED

	Volunteers–GOTG



2010


	HELP WANTED volunteers for the Horticultural Committee [chairperson], and Fundraising committee members.


