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Yipes!  I had to cultivate my grapes with a pick!
EG Hotel
Club member, June Daehling, donated eight flats of flowers for the Elk Grove Historical Society’s annual fundraising tea.
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Two flats were raffled, and the remainder brightened up the front of theold Foulkes farm house.
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After the tea, Jeanne Williamson (below) and
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Lou Jean Thomason (below) planted the flowers on the hotel grounds.
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Construction of the hotel kitchen garden is underway.  Four court ordered community service volunteers excavated half of the garden site.  Ken Williamson, Pat and Phil Teeters finished it up.  The three camellias in the project site were transplanted with Milt’s help.  A few high spots need to be shaved down before the forms are laid and the plumbing is roughed in.  Jack and Judy Foster, have donated lumber for the forms.  
Thank you.
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Ken Williamson excavating the garden site
We are nearly ready for volunteers to lay pipe, install drainage and lay the forms.
The City Gardener
By Carol Wheeler, Chair, GOTG Horticultural Committee, program coordinator, editor of the Elk Grove Garden Club’s newsletter, Beyond the Garden Gate, and Vice-President of our club

Most plants fall into one of three categories:  leaners, climbers, and splitters.  The kind of prop used depends on the problem.

Leaners fall in one direction and need a simple prop.  Climbers need a structure and splitters, that fall open in the center, need some kind of corral.

Is your old trusty rake losing some teeth?  Cut off the handle at an angle and poke it into the soil using the tines as a simple prop on asters for example.  Small spring-hinged hair clips can hold climbing plants to bamboo stakes.  Make sure the “fingers” of the clip go around the stake without pinching the stem. The handles of old croquet mallets set inside 2 ft. lengths of copper pipe surrounded with string can act as a corral for stacks.

If you find a three sided fireplace screen on sale or at a flea market, it can be used on leaners.  Bend back the “wings” on each side to keep it upright.  Add wooden stakes where the panels meet for added stability.  Plants in front hide the stakes.

Hint for storing plant stakes over the winter:  Starting 3-4 inches from the garage floor, screw hooks on the inside of the stud.  Measure up 12 inches and put in a second hook and so on.  The highest hook is about 3 ft. from the floor.  Put hooks on the opposite stud centering them between the ones on the first stud.  Stretch a bungee cord from hook to hook, creating a zigzag pattern.  Slide stakes behinds bungee cords where they will be high and dry throughout the winter months.

I am sure you have many creative ways you have supported plants in your gardens.  Let’s share some of these ideas at a meeting.
Franklin Elementary School

By Gay Rigmaiden, crew boss of the surrogate grandmothers and club secretary

What a thrill it was working with the students at Franklin Elementary School this past year!  Seventy-three students signed up for the Franklin School Garden Club.  The boys and girls were from Kindergarten through the 6th grade.  We met ten times from October 2009 until May 2010 to plant, weed and harvest the bounty of vegetables and even a few flowers.

Franklin’s Garden Club is headed by teacher, Kim O’Hair (a delight).  She was joined by a couple other staff members and GOTG’s wonderful volunteers (often referred to as surrogate grandmothers) to teach and supervise the children.

The students learned garden safety and the proper use of tools.  They learned about irrigation, composting and the good bugs and the bad bugs.  They got dirty hands and ate snap peas right off the vine.  We rarely heard a compliant, but saw a lot of smiling faces.  Our club was rewarded with a lovely hand written thank you book from the students, including a few pictures of our experience together in their garden.
On the last day the 6th graders were sad because they are going on to middle school and will not be with us in the fall to see the pumpkins and other vegetables mature.  The younger students shouted, “See you next year!”

I would like to thank Mrs. O’Hair for being so organized with her plot maps and instructions and to Phil Teeters for building a raised garden bed.  A special thank you to our volunteers: Joyce Byers, Roberta Gleeson, Bonnie Jones, Lorraine Radke, Jeanne Williamson, Diana Raymond and Marge Hanson.

Just think, 50 hours of outdoor, educational fun that the kids thoroughly enjoyed without TV’s or video games!

Thank you, Ladies
Our next meeting

Our next meeting is scheduled for Monday, June 28, 2010 at the Jessie Wright Suites at 9275 E Stockton Boulevard at 6:30 PM.  Our speaker this month is Judy Eitzen, Sacramento County Master Gardener and member of the Heritage Roses group and Heritage Rose Foundation.  From her work as an historic garden volunteer at the Sacramento Old City Cemetery she will advise attendees of the correct ways to propagate roses.  Judy also manages the website, www.cemeteryrose.org, and quarterly newsletter for the cemetery and maintains a small demonstration rose garden at the Elk Grove Community Garden and its website, www.elkgrovecommunitygarden.org.  Judy will have rose slips available for you to "babysit" to become new plants.
[image: image11.png]



Election News
Lorraine Radke is a candidate for president and Alison Aleman and Bonnie Jones are candidates for vice-president.  Elections will be held at our next meeting, June 28, 2010.

Editor’s note:  Please check the June meeting agenda for upcoming events.  Our Secretary, Gay Rigmaiden, does a much better job of keeping on top of this than I do.

Dandelions rule

I’ve noticed over the years that wild flowers and weeds take turns dominating the natural landscape.  In our neighborhod dandelions rule!
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Since this photo, the neighbors have been out and about mowing down these little fellows before their fuzzy little heads appear and propagate themselves over more of the landscape, creeping into folks’ manicured lawns and flower beds.  However, their brief presence made for a splashy color while they were tolerated.  So–so long  for this season.  I wonder what will dominate the fields and roadsides next year.
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Salad, anyone?
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	Volunteers–GOTG



2010


	HELP WANTED members to fill the committee chairs for our fund raising and social committees.


