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HELP WANTED
Committee chairpersons are needed for the following committees:

· Fundraising

· Social

· Heritage Rose

Linda Lichtenberg kindly volunteered to chair the Web Site Home Garden Committee.

Thank you, Linda!
a REAL treat

Club members and our visitors were truly enthusiastic about our last guest speaker, Joe Real.  He was mobbed after his presentation by members and guests alike.  There was plenty of chatter about plans to do some grafting.  Jim McRitchie was taking extensive notes.  Ali and Joyce even enthused by email.

Ali Aleman wrote:  I so much enjoyed Joe Real’s presentation about grafting.  I am absolutely going to graft a white fig onto my purple fig tree—Joe says for figs, you wait until the fall.  Kudos for getting him as a speaker.  In fact, all of our speakers have been superb—and made winter a little easier to bear until we can get out and dig in the spring.  Thank you so much, Jim and Myra.
Joyce Byers wrote:  The talk by Joe Real last evening on grafting was very interesting.  I followed up by logging onto a site in my favorites:  http://www.awaytogarden.com.
There was a short video on tomato grafting which some of you may want to look at for understanding the steps involved.  The extension is: /tomato-grafting-a-tactic-for-heirloom-success.  I think this site has some interesting articles.
I hope others will share sites you have found which we can all learn from.  Since I am such a novice, I want to gather all the information that I can, from all sources, to help me have better results at gardening.



Elk Grove Hotel project update

Given the current state of the economy, retailers have not been standing in line to donate materials for the Elk Grove Hotel landscaping project.

If we have to pay for the materials, the first phase of the project (the raised kitchen garden) as designed by Michael Glassman will cost the club approximately $883.31:

· 44 80 lb. bags of veneer stone mortar:  $307.12
· 48 60 lb. bags of dry concrete mix:  $123.36
· 100 ft. #4 re-bar:  $36.60
· 168 ft. 2x6 boards for forms:  $61.00
· 192 4x8x16 cinder blocks:  $284.16
Subtotal:  $812.24

Tax:  $71.07

Total:  $883.31

The cost of the materials is based on the shelf prices at Lowes and Silverado Landscaping Materials.

Hopefully, if we must purchase the materials, we will be able to buy them at cost or significantly discounted.  The decomposed granite and roadbase for paths are not included.

During our February 23, 2010 meeting, our membership approved using any profits from the Filoli Bus Tour for the Hotel landscape project.

The City Gardener
By Carol Wheeler, Chair, GOTG Horticultural Committee, editor of the Elk Grove Garden Club’s newsletter, Beyond the Garden Gate and Vice-President of our club

Towards the end of this month plant summer blooming bulbs, corms, rhizomes and tubers such as callas, dahlias, glads, and begonias.

Plant mail ordered bare-root perennials.  Carefully untangle roots and spread over a cone of soil in the planting hole. Refill hole burying roots to just below the crown.

Fertilize cool weather grasses and aerate lawns. Fertilize roses with a combination systemic insecticide and fertilizer.  Feed acid lovers after they bloom such as camellias and gardenias.

Begin pinching chrysanthemums back to 6 inches every month to July.  Trim off flowers of spring bulbs.  Do not cut off leaves.

Pull weed seedlings to prevent bloom.  

Prune spring flowering shrubs.  When pruning, always carry a bucket of weak bleach solution or spray of 70% alcohol to sterilize shears between cuts.

Trap earwigs with tubs of water topped with vegetable oil.

When shopping for new plants, consider water wise ones: coreopsis, dianthus, echinops, gaillardia, penstemon, salvia, and yarrow.  Grow cosmos, marigold and zinnia from seed.

Consider shrubs such as wild lilac, crape myrtle, oleander, and rosemary.

When it stops raining (hopefully soon!) don’t let newly planted plants dry out.

Up coming events

March 17-25, 2010–San Francisco Flower and Garden Show in San Mateo
March 25, 2010–Elk Grove Historical Society Tour at Preston Castle in Ione

April 8-11, 2010–California State Flower & Garden Show at CalExpo
April 13, 2010–GOTG Bus tour to Filoli Gardens in Woodside

April 17, 2010:

· Historic Rose Garden Open House at the Old City Cemetery, (9AM – 2 PM) in Sacramento

· Plant Sale at the Elk Grove Community Garden

· GOTG workday at Downtown Elk Grove Beautification Project

Our next meeting

Our next meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 29, 2010 at the Jessie Wright Suites at 9275 E Stockton Boulevard at 6:30 PM.  This month’s speaker is Lydia Reibel, the California Garden Clubs, Inc. Kids Growing Strong liaison.

Kids Growing Strong is the brainchild of Maryanne Lucas, President CGCI:  A few slightly nutty but truly wonderful people have joined me over the years and together we have formed KIDS GROWING STRONG.  We benefit from the knowledge, experience and dedication of California Garden Clubs Inc. members throughout our state.

Lydia, a slightly nutty but truly wonderful person, will share with us ideas that we may use when called upon to provide children’s workshops.

From the garden of…

From the roadside garden of my neighbor

On our road, we have drainage ditches instead of storm drains, and my neighbor, Ron Schager, has been kind enough to regale the neighborhood with plenty of daffodils along his part of the ditch.
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(That’s my buddy, Hannah, in the background.)
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Ron’s thoughtfulness is a truly neighborly gesture in a time when many do not even know who lives nextdoor.


