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Folsom Garden Club
       Neighborhood Gardeners since 1934

                                                                           Mailing Address:



                                           P.O. Box 1681, Folsom, Ca 95763





                Website: www.folsomgarden.org
May 2010 Newsletter
“I love spring anywhere, but if I could choose

I would always greet it in a garden.”  -  Ruth Stout
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    May Birthdays
       4  Gloria Farley
       7 Pat Brown, Jan-Can Prendergast           
      15 Ellen Morissette, Sandra Stefani
      29 Sharon Barnett
                                  30 Anna Lombard                  
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The President’s Corner
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President, Erin Angulo

983-6557

(916) 768-3629 cell
palidans@aol.com                                                 
Hello fellow gardeners! Well they say April showers bring May flowers – but I want to enjoy my March and April flowers too!

A HUGE thank you to all of you that helped make this year’s garden tour such a success! Jan-Can and her team outdid themselves again! All of the gardens were unique and inspirational for all who attended – again thank you! 

Various committees have been hard at work putting together nominations (thank you to all who have volunteered to run for next year’s board), updating our by-law’s and getting our scholarships out to the public. We will be starting our new “year” off with a bang!

I also want to thank those that helped out with our civic planting at Sheldon Park and City Park:

Nina Sanders, Bob Sanders, Sally Berry, Diane and Gary Stout, Amy Stout, Joy Gephart, Rhonda Des Voignes, 3 girl scouts and their moms and myself and my husband Carlos. If you have a chance, stop by and look how nice those areas look!

Happy Mother’s Day to all you moms and enjoy getting out into the garden!          Erin Angulo

    


	 Mark Your Calendars
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Earth Day is April 22nd!

  


Earth Day is a day designed to inspire awareness and appreciation for the Earth's environment held on April 22. It was founded by U.S. Senator Gaylord Nelson as an environmental teach-in in 1970 and is celebrated in many countries every year. The first Earth Day was in 1970. Earth Day is in spring in the Northern Hemisphere and autumn in the Southern Hemisphere. Many communities celebrate Earth Week, an entire week of activities focused on environmental issues.
 

For more information go to www.earthday.org. 
	


“Springtime in the Gardens.”      
10th Annual FOLSOM GARDEN TOUR APRIL 24 and 25, 2010
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     Update…

As you wake up each morning, have your favorite beverage, plan out your day, be thinking of “Who Can I Sell A Folsom Garden Tour Ticket To”.  We all need to work on Selling “Tickets” each and every day.

1. Looking for an experienced “Videographer” to volunteer for composing a CD of photos for each garden on our tour.  Please contact me, Jan-Can for anyone you know who would be willing to do this.

2. Plant Stakes…we have been given approx. 500 plant stakes as a donation to the Folsom Garden Club to be used for our Folsom Garden Tour.  Rashelle will be contacting each Host/Hostess to find out how many plant stakes they will need for the garden they are hosting at.  Each Host/Hostess will need to contact the homeowner to find out which “Specialty Plants” they would like to have identified.   Please keep in mind the public wants to know the names of the plants that are not your everyday variety.  If you have any questions, please call me, Jan-Can.

                                                                   P.S.  Watch for the Pre-Tour Info…

3. Cookies…Anna is graciously donating her time to make 350 cookies to be sold at some of the gardens during the Folsom Garden Tour.  Anna will need some volunteers to bag these cookies next Monday, 2:00P.M., April 19th at her home, located at 112 N. Grant Lane in Folsom.  Please RSVP to Anna at: (916)989-2003.

4. Cookie distribution…Anna & I will distribute cookies on Friday, April 23rd to the Host/Hostess who will be selling them during the Folsom Garden Tour.  The Host/Hostess will need to identify which volunteer will be selling the cookies in the garden (not at the front of the home).  Ron Byrd will be giving Marti the start-up money for the cookie sales for each day.  The Host/Hostess that has the last shift each day should check with Marti to find out how to handle the money received from the cookie sales.

5. Balloons…Denny & Cal will be picking up 27 Balloons on Saturday, April 24th to distribute to the gardens and to the Comm. Center, History Mus.& Pioneer Village.  These balloons will be filled with Helium and should last through Sunday, April 25th.  When the gardens close down on Saturday each Host/Hostess should bring in the balloons to the homeowners.  On Sunday morning, the opening Host/Hostess will put out the balloons on the sign rider. At the end of the tour on Sunday, please ask the homeowner if they would like to keep the balloons.

6. Rack Cards…If you need Rack Card’s; please call me, Jan-Can.

                                                         P.S.   Watch for the Pre-Tour Info…
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7. For the members who sold the Pre-Sale Tickets, please be sure to advise your friends, family members, etc. as to where to exchange the Pre-Sale Ticket at.  The Rack Card does give the address of one of the gardens as well as the 3 spots in downtown Folsom, it might be a good idea to send one of these to them.

8. The Pre-Sale Ticket…The Bright Pink Ticket that is numbered, can still be Sold.  It would be a good idea to give out a Rack Card with this Ticket at the time of the sale.  

                                 Any questions, please call me, Jan-Can.

[image: image13.jpg]



9. If you have any of the Bright Pink Tickets left (after you have tried to sell them), they will need to be turned in to Dorothy.

10. Host/Hostess…The volunteer that is stamping the ticket will need to let the Customer know that their visit is a “One Time Visit” and to please “Stay as long as they want to”. 

11. Set-up Time for all Volunteers…Should be 10:30A.M. each day.

12. Pre-Tour…Thursday, April 22nd, 4:00P.M., Meet at Vic’s Market at the corner of Oak Ave. Parkway and American River Drive.  We will be carpooling & plan to depart at 4:15P.M.  The itinerary will be available for each driver.  Plan to spend 2 to 3 hours on this tour.  All Volunteers should plan to be here on this tour.  All the Homeowners should also plan to be here on this tour.

REMEMBER…Please continue to SELL Tickets for our  

Thank you to each and every one for your help and support with our Folsom Garden Tour.                     Jan-Can  (916)989-1223
	


At the May Meeting:    

Hodgepodge Table

$55.50

Raffles took in  

 $99.65

Easter Treats provided by:  Helen Cecil, Joan McArdle, Kathy Bunny, Mary Ann Pancheri  

Four new members joined.   – Look below under 2009-2010 Yearbook for names and information.
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	Gardening Tips for May
 Watch out for slugs and snails.  Moist spring weather brings them out in force.  At night handpick, crush, and compost snails and slugs.
Catch stink bugs early.  Their eggs will start appearing soon on the underside of leaves.  They can be controlled with such organic products as Nature’s Pest Fighter, Safer brand insecticidal soap or Bug Buster-O.  Or with gloves, pick them off and drop them in an old coffee can containing an inch of soapy water.  Then cover and dispose.
Control Pests, as the weather warms, insect populations can increase rapidly.  If you spot even a few aphids or spittlebugs, blast them with a hose or use insecticidal soap before you have an infestation.
Apply insecticides to control scale and other overwintering insects.
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 Fertilize:  As spring growth gets underway feed roses.  Give annual flowers, berries, citrus, lawns, and vegetables high-nitrogen fertilizer.
Trim dead flowers (but not leaves) from daffodils and other spring bulbs.  Also, give them a boost of phosphate-rich fertilizer to help bulbs form next year’s blooms.  

Plant dahlia tubers, when the soil dries out a little from recent rains.  Wet ground may cause the tubers to rot.  Dahlias need good drainage.

Pinch back chrysanthemums to 12 inches to encourage fall flowers.  Cut old stems to the ground.
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Folsom Stage 2 Water Alert 


The City's Stage 2 Water Alert limits all landscape watering to three days each week.  These landscape watering restrictions are mandatory and are being enforced. 
Stage 2 Watering Restrictions:

· Even number street addresses -- Wednesday, Friday & Sunday 
· Odd number street addresses -- Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday 
· Automatic sprinkler systems may not be used between 10 a.m. and 10 p.m. 
· No landscape watering is allowed on Mondays.    
The Stage Two Alert also requires that water customers avoid excessive watering that runs off onto sidewalks, streets or gutters.  Hoses must be equipped with shut-off nozzles, and driveways, sidewalks or buildings should be swept rather than hosed down unless necessary for health or safety.  Restaurants will continue to serve water only upon request.  




COMMUNITY PROJECT AT FOLSOM CITY PARK – April 3, 2010
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START A GARDEN

For a fraction of the cost of buying vegetables at the market, you can grow your own.  The time is RIPE to plan a garden; a checklist will guide you through the process.  www.realsimple.com/garden
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OR     JOIN a community garden!
Plots available at the Community Garden
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Gladys Trejo, a member in the Folsom Garden Club since 1944, invites club members to her community garden to develp their skills in producing vegetables, fruits and flowers.   Contact Dan Knott if intersted in a plot at the Community Garden.  988-1931.
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GARDENER OF THE MONTH   -- Alice Wilcox
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When did you start gardening?   I have had people around me that did the gardening but I love the plants, flowers, vegetables and fruit produced by them.  My parents were farmers in South Dakota and mom continued to grow and can all our vegetables.  At five and six years old she let me pick green beans and visit the “root cellar” with her where all the colorful jars of food were kept.  Color has always been the draw for me, whether it’s on a dinner plate, a vase or in the garden.  After coming to the bay area mom still grew vegetables and roses but Camellia’s were her favorite as they bloomed in the winter.  The only thing she had seen in winter while growing up in South Dakota were snow drifts.  
My family spent twenty two years living on military bases where gardening was not an option, only crew cut lawns.  When we moved to Orangevale I hired Dale Swenson, our gardener, before the papers on the house were signed.  He has been with me twenty four years.  I buy, he plants, transplants, cuts and trims.  My goal was to have color in my garden year round and that goal has been met this year. 
The camellias are just fabulous this year and I pick them every other day for my home and to give friends.  The violas and shamrocks have been greeting those who come to my front door.  The pyracantha in my front yard is profuse with orange berries that match my kitchen tile.   The Chinese Fringe is very colorful.  My grapefruit umbrella greets me when I take my coffee to the patio.  

In the summer the garden goes to purple, white                           and pink with verbena. Agapanthus and Manzanita white blooms as well as the baby roses.
The only vegetables I have grown are tomatoes.  There are also grapefruit, orange and crabapple trees.  The side yard has strawberry ground cover under the six camellia bushes.  
My friend Shirley needed a ride to her garden class several years ago so I thought being a “good Samaritan” was my job.  I got hooked and spent three years attending the San Juan School districts garden class.  Last year we went to the Folsom Garden Tour and signed up to join the Folsom Garden Club where I continue to learn and meet so many interesting people.   What a joy and peace it brings me to visit the garden.
Thank you Alice for sharing your garden!
	  


HELPFUL HINTS  from Joye Gephart
I spent a few minutes trying to identify the pupa we saw while working at the Folsom City Park, but without it in front of me, I can't. It is either a butterfly or a moth though. Here are the 2 sites I've used in the past. This one is better for searching something vague like "pupa":  http://bugguide.net/index.php?q=search&keys=Pupa&search=Search
Another one is a fun website in that there is a lot of narrative from the folks who identify the bugs and really underscores the value of insects & arachnids:    http://www.whatsthatbug.com/
I hope this helps fellow gardeners think twice before squashing something they don't understand!
Thanks,  Joye

	


SNAILS AND SLUGS


Ahhhhhhhh! The joys of springtime abound...   The sun is shining, the sky is blue...
The songbirds are singing their sweet melodies to greet you... As you stroll through your gardens, admiring the beauty and colors, enjoying the fresh fragrances of all of your favorite new blossoms as they open...  And just then... 
You step on an icky, nasty old slugggg! Pop! Slip! ICK! You've been Slimed!
 
If you're reading this where it's warm and rainy, you shouldn't have problems finding snails and slugs. They're found at the base of your house's foundation on the shady northern side, or maybe nibbling lettuce in the garden.  Snails and slugs are among the most bothersome pests in many gardens and landscapes. The brown garden snail, Cornu aspersum (formerly Helix aspersa), is the most common snail causing problems in California gardens. It was introduced from France during the 1850s for use as food.
For the sake of our environment, please try some of these safe and simple methods to get rid of your slug problem... before you resort to chemical warfare. Hand to hand combat.
·  Remove slugs and snails by hand.  During the day, check your agapanthus, lilies and ice plants, all favorite hangouts for snails.  By night use a flashlight and follow their shiny trails to find them.

· Squish or drown them in a jar of soapy water.

· Spread natural or agricultural-grade diatomaceous earth over the soil in flower beds or around individual plants.  The tiny, sharp-edged granules cut the soft bodied slugs and cause them to dehydrate.  Reapply after each rainfall.

· Position ceramic flowerpots upside-down to trap snails and slugs that will accumulate there to rest in the shade.  Overturn them and remove the snails daily until the infestation is exhausted.

·  Keep slug pokers stuck around the garden at random. Meet your enemy, one on one... Your weapon is at hand, impale them! 
· Fill a small bowl with stale beer.  Put it in the areas where the slugs are active.  Stale beer attracts the slugs and they drown.  You may also use grape juice or a tea made from yeast, honey and water.  For those of you who can’t imagine wasting beer on snails, try this home brew:  Add ½ tsp baking yeast and 1 Tbsp sugar to the water in each trap.

·  An early morning stroll around the garden, salt shaker in hand will often result in many casualties for the bad guys.

· Destroy any and ALL slug eggs you find!

· Make traps to collect slugs out of plastic pop bottles.  Cut the bottle in half and then invert the top part of the bottle into the bottom part to create a no escape entryway.  The slug bait can be placed inside the bottle and will draw the slugs in where they will die and await disposal.

 Please Take Notice! 
Not all slugs are bad slugs!
American Banana Slugs are Harmless!
	


WELCOME NEW MEMBERS    --   We now have a total of 88 Members  
2009 – 2010 Yearbook    Add the following new members to your list:

	Dorette Carson

 
	Judy Hickey

 

	Leslie Jacobs

  
	Patricia Rowell

 


Things you’ll Need





 Ceramic Pots


Snail Traps


Beer


Yeasts


Flashlights





FREE Workshops     Learn how to create beautiful, water conserving gardens and landscapes at upcoming workshops.  Reserve your seat today at � HYPERLINK "mailto:WaterConservation@folsom.ca.us" ��WaterConservation@folsom.ca.us� or (916) 355-7252


All workshops will be held at the Senior and Arts Center, 48 Natoma Street


April 29, May 27 and June 24, 6:30 – 8:30pm





Can a lady with a beard be beautiful?








She can when her name is Iris.   





                   May 6, 2010  





	 Business Meeting - 10:00


The Rotary Clubhouse in Lew Howard Park


 * Guest Speaker – Loriann Asmus from Emerald City Landscape


  


 *   Election of Officers             





Please Note:** If you bring a guest be sure to check in with the greeters for a name tag,  and introduce your guest to Dorothy Populorum who is in charge of membership. **


Be Green: - To aid in saving the earth, bring your own cup if possible.











Folsom Garden Club Events





 April 22 - 4:00pm – PRE-TOUR of Folsom


   gardens.  Meet at Vic’s Market Parking Lot 


  On Oak Avenue at American River Canyon





April 24-25, 11 - 4:00 -- springtime in the Gardens - Folsom Garden Club Tour   


 


May 6 – 10 -12noon – FGC Monthly Business


    Meeting





May 19 – Field trip to Amador Flower Farm


   in Plymouth.  We will be carpooling.  Bring 


   a Bag Lunch





June 3 – 11:00am - Installation Pot Luck


      Rotary Clubhouse, Lew Howard Park


  





 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 





        





 
























































 





City of Folsom is forming a committee to review lighting and landscape designs, interested members are invited to contact the City of Folsom regarding participation on the committee. 





Anyone interested in being on the Lighting and Landscaping committee with the City of Folsom please call the City for more info. They are looking for new members from a variety of neighborhoods.





 Board of Officers


      2009 – 2010





President


Erin Angulo


(916) 983-6557


(916) 768-3629 cell


� HYPERLINK "mailto:palidans@aol.com" ��palidans@aol.com�





1st Vice President


Diane Sullivan


(916) 355-0214


� HYPERLINK "mailto:dianes916@sbcglobal.net" ��dianes916@sbcglobal.net�   








2nd Vice President


Jan-Can Prendergast


(916) 855-3210





Treasurer


Roy Byrd


(916) 293-8142


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ronandcc@comcast.net" ��ronandcc@comcast.net�





Recording Secretary


Dianna Leight


(916) 984-9624


� HYPERLINK "mailto:flashleight@sbcglobal.net" ��flashleight@sbcglobal.net� 


Assistant – Joye Gephart





 Parliamentarian


Denny Wiemers


(916) 983-1008


� HYPERLINK "mailto:dwiemers@earthlink.net" ��dwiemers@earthlink.net�














Other Garden Activities and Events


 


 


April 20-24 – Bouquets to Art - de Young Museum





May 1, 10am to 4pm, Carmichael Geranium Society Annual


      Show and plant sale





May 14-16 – Auburn Spring Home Show, Gold Country


       Fairgrounds, Auburn





May 15 – El Dorado Hills Garden Tour





July 27 – Aug  8  -   SONOMA COUNTY FAIR, 


      Santa Rosa











SRVD The Sacramento River Valley District has assigned our club to be one of three clubs who bring donations to the plant sale at the June meeting.  Each club in the District contributes to this and the profits help to pay for the District's rent at the Sheppard Garden Center.  Any plants can be donated for the plant sale.  If you can start a few cuttings in small containers, do so now and they will be rooted and ready by June. We can collect everything in June and take it to the sale.   If you have questions, call Ron Byrd (916) 293-8142











SRVD - The Sacramento River Valley District


          � HYPERLINK "http://www.californiagardenclubs.org" ��www.californiagardenclubs.org�  


 


 National Garden Club   � HYPERLINK "http://www.learn2grow.com" ��www.learn2grow.com� 








