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Message from the President 
September’s heat is ripening the tomatoes in my community garden plots and at the same time helping to get a good start on the seed sprouting of my winter veggies.  I can’t help but compare the passing of the torch from Diana Raymond to me, to this passing from one season to the next.  If I can bring even half as much interest and enthusiasm as she did, I will feel I am carrying the torch with pride.
During the summer I have been planning our 2011-2012 theme “Garden Therapy Keeps Us Connected” and, with the help of your officers, we have a therapeutic year in store for you.
I hope you have been busy this summer pressing flowers, collecting seeds, and potting up offshoots.    And if anyone has a surplus of pumpkins growing in your garden, please let me know.  I am looking forward to seeing all of you after our summer recess:  10:30 am on September 8 at the Jesse Wright Suites building.
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Happy Gardening,

Carol Wheeler, President

Calling all Miss Marples

Agatha Christie’s famous female detective cannot compare to the “savvy sleuths” from Elk Grove Garden Club.  Do you like doing research, solving puzzles, and finding clues?  Here is your chance to unravel the mystery and let us all know the answers.

A “Savvy Sleuth” moment will take place at the end of each meeting.  For five minutes or so members will be asked to volunteer to give the club information about a pre-planned topic which is in keeping with the day’s program.  
It can be in the form of a short talk, or a printed handout, a recipe, a craft or photo display, or a poem; whatever works for you.  The topics will be available at the September meeting and members will sign up for a topic at that time.  If you have an idea for a topic, please write that in the line provided, too.

This feature will give each of you a chance to participate in the day’s program while doing a little investigating.  There is a vast amount of information on the internet or in books that I am sure members will be willing to share with each other.  Part of garden therapy is accomplishment in a job well done and here is your chance to be helpful.  So give your “little grey matter” a workout and become one of our “Savvy Sleuths.”
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All hands on deck!
Another addition to our meetings will be a topic for roll call time.  In other clubs I have been a part of, this feature was a fun way to get to know one another a little better.  
The way it works is like this:  When your name is called for roll you respond with an answer to that month’s topic.  For example, if the topic was, “What is your favorite fall flower?”  You might respond with “Chrysanthemum, because it reminds me of the pom pom corsages we wore for homecoming football games when I was in high school.”  Or you might say, “Dahlias, because they are such a colorful statement in my garden”.  
The topics for each month’s roll call will be printed in the yearbook so you will know in advance how to respond.

The answer to roll call at one of our meetings in Missouri led to two members finding out they both were born on Dec. 25!

Roll call topic for September –What was your greatest garden success this past summer?

Savor the end of summer

On September 8th your officers will be treating you to a salad luncheon to celebrate summer’s gift of fruits and vegetables from the garden.

Menu

Hot chicken Salad

Tomato Salad

Green Jello Salad

Lemon Dessert

Rolls and butter     Yummm!
Minutes—Elk Grove Garden Club 
June 9, 2011
The meeting was called to order by President Diana Raymond at 10:35 am.  It was noted that Jennie Hill has shingles.  Minutes from the May meeting were approved as was the treasurer’s report.  A copy of the certificate for Penny Pines, that was given in Loraine Silveira’s memory, was sent to her son.
Diana thanked Pat Loretz and Gladys Howard for the tireless service to the club as phone callers since the 1980’s.  Donna Williams and her crew were thanked for the lovely membership luncheon for Cinco de Mayo.  Diana then reviewed her term as president and members recalled the year’s high points.

Old Business:                                                          The profit from the bus tour was over $700.  Mounting pillars for the memorial roses at the E. G. historical museum are not ready yet. Hopefully next fall we will see the completion of this project. 
New Business:                                                    Diana reminded members that dues are due.  She explained the responsibility we have as members of the Sacramento River Valley District.  Our contribution for next year will be to bring plants to the January meeting and a raffle basket for the state convention.  Elaine Hansen, Punky Dias, and Karen Nelson were voted in as new members.
Officers were installed and the torch was passed on to Carol Wheeler as president.  The meeting adjourned to enjoy our silent auction and plant exchange.                                                                                                                               

Carol Wheeler, Secretary 
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Clean out the summer vegetable garden and prepare soil for planting winter veggies by amending with organic matter.  Turn and moisten the compost pile.  Renew mulch to a depth of 4-6” where needed.

 Deadhead roses to encourage a flush of bloom in October.  Thin winter blooming camellia buds for larger flowers.  – pinch off all but 1 or 2 fat buds in each flower cluster.  Chill crocus, hyacinth and tulip bulbs in a labeled paper bag in the refrigerator away from ripening fruit for 6-8 weeks for better blooms.
Plant trees and shrubs now and next month while the soil is warm and nights are cooler so plants can establish.  September can be hot, dry and windy.  Keep up your watering schedule and watch for signs of water stress.  Container plants and hanging baskets are particularly susceptible.  Remove debris and algae from water features and ponds.  Visit fall benefit plant sales and demonstration gardens to learn which plants are drought tolerant and do well in our area.

Hose off foliage with a strong spray of water in the morning to remove or reduce dust, aphids, caterpillars, mealybugs, spider mites, powdery milder and whiteflies.  Discard diseased plants to prevent insect and disease pests from overwintering in them.

Bulb of the Month – BEARDED IRIS
This is a good time to dig and reset clumps of bearded iris that are crowded, usually after 3-4 years growth. Dig clumps, remove and discard the old center and replant the new large fans with strong foliage.  Trim leaves halfway back to an inverted V shape and trim roots to 4-6 inches.  
The ideal place for planting is a sunny, well-drained position.  The addition of organic material will produce better plants.  Gypsum is  an excellent soil conditioner.  Plant rhizomes at or just barely below the surface with roots spread well.  Do not plant too deeply.  Firm soil tightly around rhizome.   Plant 12-24 inches apart.  Closer planting will give an immediate effect, but will need thinning sooner.  For a clump effect, plant three rhizomes of one variety in a triangle with the toes of the rhizomes pointing inwards.   
Newly set plants need moisture so a new root system can begin to develop.  Established plants do not require much water.  A common mistake is to give iris too much water. 
Iris will thrive without feeding but will respond to fertilizer with spectacular results. In the very late fall or early spring an application of a well balanced fertilizer can be applied as a top dressing.  Any fertilizer application should be light.  Remove limp outside foliage as the iris grows.  Bloom stalks should be cut off close to the ground after blooming.  Do not allow dead leaves etc. to remain around the plants.
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Elk Grove Garden Club - Treasurer’s Report                     June – September 2011








Balance Forward  	         	             $3,412.18 					                  Income/Deposit  	


6/02			 		   477.85


7/06					     45.00


	Total Income		               $  522.85











---------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Distribution						


Pennies for Pines				 $44.14 		Book Fund       			                    34.43	            General Fund	         	                            $3,600.39		











Announcements





Elk Grove Community Garden Tomato Tasting – September 10th -  9 am to noon


Big Oak Nursery Winter Vegetable Gardening Seminar – September 10th -  10 am


Historic City Cemetery Rose Propagation Workshop – September 10th – 10-noon 


Soroptimist of Sacramento Edible Gardens Tour – September 10th 10 am – 4 pm  Tickets $20 in advance or $25 day of - call 916-363-6927


Historic City Cemetery What’s Blooming? Docent led tour - 10 am


SRVD Meeting – Tuesday, September 20th -   9: 30 am


Elk Grove Historical Society’s Bus Trip to Big Springs Gardens – September 24 -  $75  includes bus and lunch  8 am to 6 pm








Elk Grove Garden Club


P. O. Box 385


Elk Grove, CA  95759





Address Correction Requested





Expenditures


CA garden Club dues  $35X$2.25		     78.75	


SRV District dues	 35X$1.50		     52.50


EG Postmaster P.O. box rental                              62.00


Purchase of Deposit Stamp	  	     17.16 Total Expenditures	              $   256.07


Total Balance	                                             $3,678.96	   ------------------------------------------------------------------------








