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Message from the President 
During this time of year, I find I am especially thankful that I can still get out in the garden and dig, plant, and harvest.  The old knees aren’t what they used to be and 8 hours of hard work has been traded in for about 2 ½ hours; but I still enjoy the feel of tools in my hands, the scent of flowers taken into the house to admire, and the taste of fresh vegetables and herbs at the table.  Speaking of which, I got the menu for our November luncheon today from Mary Adams-Wiley.  It looks as if we are in for a real treat.   I am also thankful for all of you for volunteering to help with the luncheons.  I know we all look forward to the victuals and the company around the table.

 Last week I put a few spider plant babies into water to root and already tiny white rootlets are forming!  I will bring those along to our November 10 meeting to get them into pots.  I will have soil and nursery pots available for planting for those of you who also have babies to get into the soil.  Ron Byrd, the treasurer of Sacramento River Valley District, was at the Flower Show Judging School where I mentioned that we would also be bringing seeds to the January plant sale.  He offered to bring me some seeds he had been harvesting.  The next day we filled my car trunk with bags of seeds he brought.   Granted my car is a VW Beetle, but, I mean I really filled up the trunk with grocery bags full of seeds!  Looks like we will be bagging quart bags full of seeds instead of small paper packets.  But rest assured any seeds you have been saving will be greatly appreciated as well, because I am sure they will all be different.  See you soon.
Carol
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Minutes—Elk Grove Garden Club 
October 13, 2011
After the pledge to the flag the meeting was called to order by President Carol Wheeler.  Twenty-one members and one guest were present.  We were sorry to learn Alma Brown was absent because of a broken hip.  Minutes were approved as read.   Bills were submitted for stamps and printing of yearbook and the Treasurer’s report approved.

Correspondence:

A thank you note was read from Genevieve Hill for the Honorary Membership Certificate she received at the proud age of 99.  Vice President Jeannette Martin was unable to attend and sent her favorite pumpkin recipe for the roll call.

Old Business:

Franklin Elementary School ‘s garden club has not been able to arrange a suitable time to accept the gardening books EGGC has purchased for their library.  Vivian Sellers reported that the Florin Elementary School is looking for volunteers to work with their children’s garden club which plants both a summer and winter garden to teach the children how to have more nutritious diets.  They may need people to help with the planting and tending the garden.  This prompted a discussion about sharing the gardening books already purchased with them.  Ellison Cowles moved and Julie Gaines seconded a motion to table the discussion until next month to give Vivian time to get more information about the club’s needs.  Motion passed.

Carol reported on the September SRVD she attended with Vivian Sellers and Mary Gress.  They were inspired by the practical program on flower arranging and shared some tips.  Carol helped with the food at the plant sale.  EGGC is committed to 3 raffle baskets (gardening, bath, gourmet) for the June convention.  Next SRVD meeting is November 1.  Members interested in attending should contact Carol.

New Business:

Yearbooks and California Garden Clubs, Inc. membership cards were distributed to those present.                   Canned foods for the Elk Grove Food Bank will be collected at the November meeting

Members are requested bring plants to be potted or seeds to the November meeting for the January plant sale.  Info for the seeds should include name, annual/perennial, size, growing conditions.   Volunteers will be needed to care for the plants until January.

December’s theme will be “Hometown Christmas”.  The table decorations will be enhanced if each member brings her own Christmas plate.

Members unanimously voted to accept Nancy Reardan as a new member, bringing our total to 34.

Announcements:                                                        Sacramento Chrysanthemum Society 64th annual show November 5-6.

*EGGC Field Trip to Duarte Poinsettia Nursery, Hughson CA December 1.   We will car pool from the parking lot of the Shell Station at the corner of Elk Grove Blvd and E Stockton Blvd at 8 am.

The meeting ended with Carol reading Savvy Sleuth Karen Nelson’s history of the Jack-o-lantern and the  Pumpkin Decorating Contest judging.

A delicious soup and salad luncheon was served by Janie Gessner-chair, Karen Nelson, Elaine Hansen and Donna Williams.

Patricia Schreiber, Secretary
Agenda Items - November 10, 2011
Florin Elementary School Garden Club
Poinsettia nursery field trip
December Program
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Time to get those hands dirty!            (Actually, we will have gloves available.)

At our November meeting we will be potting “baby” plants and bagging seeds for the January plant sale at the Sacramento River Valley District Meeting.
If you have plants, seeds, and pretty pots to share, please bring them.

We will also need people to label the seeds and plants in case you want to keep your hands clean!

Garden Therapy for one and all.
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Replace weak or damaged stakes on young trees and tree roses to protect against strong winter winds.

Prune deciduous trees after leaves fall; remove weak or diseased branches or thin out unwanted limbs, but do not remove more than 1/3 of the tree’s branches.

There is still time to plant shrubs, perennials and cool season annuals and edible crops.

Plant pansies or violas over your bulb plantings for color before and after the blubs bloom.

Divide and replant crowded or overgrown perennials and bulbs such as lilies and agapanthus.

Stop feeding roses and clean up fallen leaves to prevent fungal disease.

Summer blooming bulbs that you don’t plan to leave in the ground all winter, like dahlias and gladiolus, can be dug, cleaned and stored in a frost-free place.

Turn off the irrigation system after the rains begins.

Water plants protected by eaves or other overhangs where rain doesn’t reach.

Water frost-tender plants (both in the ground and in containers) thoroughly when a freeze is forecast during the upcoming months.

 Remove garden hoses from faucets and drain them if freezing weather if forecast.

Reduce dark cool, moist places where earwigs hide during the day.
Look for snails lurking in shady areas under the canopy of big-leafed plants.

Gather up, clean, and sort pots and containers in a sheltered area to avoid insect and disease pests surviving over winter.

Sacramento County Master Gardeners
Bulb of the Month - Muscari

 “Grape Hyacinth”       [image: image5.jpg]



Few spring flowers provide such a wealth of blooms.  Their tiny, sweetly scented blossoms appear on spikes that generally grow 6-9 inches tall.  The grass-like leaves appear in fall and lie on the surface of the soil then wither away in early summer.  The plants are attractive in rock gardens and borders, among shrubs and under trees, or naturalized in short grass.  When cut, they make appealing miniature indoor arrangements and they can be grown as houseplants.  
Outstanding selections are Armenian grape hyacinth with blue flowers, the common grape hyacinth M. botryoides album with white flowers, the taller-growing tassel grape hyacinth with purplish green flowers; and the plume grape hyacinth with fuzzy mauve-blue flowers.  

Muscari do best in full sun or light shade.  Plant bulbs as soon as they are available in early fall, setting them 3 inches apart and covering with 3 inches of soil.  Do not fertilize.  Leave the bulbs in the ground indefinitely.   Propagate in midsummer from the small bulbs that develop around the larger ones.  They also spread through the garden by self-sown seeds usually blossoming in the third season.  Plants grown in pots do best in at least four hours of direct sunlight
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Menu – November 10


Cheeses with olive oil tortas


Fruit and nut mini-crisps


Chicken and dressing casserole served with cranberry relish


Braised Beef stew with mushrooms served with biscuits


Green salad with pears, nuts and Feta


Pumpkin and Pumpkin-chocolate Pies                  with whipped cream


Iced tea, instant coffee and tea			�








Please welcome new member:


Nancy Reardan – 8485 Poppy Ridge Rd.  Elk Grove, 95757 Phone – 684-2880


New address for Alma Brown – the Meadows   9325 E. Stockton Blvd. #130  Elk Grove 95624  Phone -  687-8038





Elk Grove Garden Club - Treasurer’s Report                     October-November 2011





Balance forward:                                           $   3,697.43


Income:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   New Member                                                           15.00                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              Book fund                                                                 10.00                                                                                                                                                      Penny Pines                                                                8.00


Total income                                                           $33.00		


	Distribution


Pennies for Pines                                                            56.14			General Fund		$3,432.25


Book Fund                                                                         54.43				            Total     $3,532.82                                            31 paid members                3 honorary Members


		                    


      general fund                $3,604.86


                 total                  $3,697.43





30 Paid Members


  3 Honorary Members











Calendar





November 10 – EGGC General Meeting – Potting Plants and Packaging Seeds


	Please consider carpooling to our meeting.  Parking spots are at a premium.





December 1 – Poinsettia Nursery Field Trip – 8 am 


Carpooling leaving Elk Grove at 8 am from the parking lot near Burlington Coat Factory on East Stockton Blvd.  (Note change in meeting place.)

















Elk Grove Garden Club


P. O. Box 385


Elk Grove, CA  95759





Address Correction Requested





Expenditures


#1014 Carol Wheeler                                             Newsletter printing and stamps       $194.61


Current Balance		        $3,532.82








