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Message from the President 
We have had an unseasonably cool and wet year which has allowed the wild flowers to continue to bloom long past their normal time.  We enjoyed a field trip to the Jackson Flower Show and saw a beautiful display of wildflowers, specimen plants and arrangements.  Our leisurely bus tour to Sonoma and the beautiful display gardens at Cornerstone was a huge success and enjoyed by all.  Our state organization held their convention in Petaluma and our district met at Sacramento Garden and Art Center to elect new officers.

At our next meeting, we will be installing new officers who were elected at our May tea.  I look forward to the fresh new ideas that they will bring to our club.  I would like to thank you all for allowing me to be your president for the past two years.  I have thoroughly enjoyed your company.  With your support and the guidance of our next president, Carol Wheeler, I look forward to another two years of fun trips, great speakers and new activities.

Diana Raymond, President

 Plant happiness and it will bloom all year.
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 Club Commitments for 2012

Before we know it summer will have flown by and we will meet to begin our new year.
Part of our commitment in 2012 is helping at one of the Sacramento River Valley District meetings.  Because the preparation of the luncheon is such a big commitment, I chose helping at the plant sale instead.  Our club will be working with two other clubs to provide items for the plant sale on January 17, 2012.  Hopefully we will use one of our meeting dates to pot up plants together to take to the sale.

In addition, each of the SRVD clubs is asked to provide three gift baskets for the 2012 State Convention which will be held in Sacramento next spring.  As you are getting things ready for the silent auction this month, if you come across something that will fit into a “theme” basket, please consider donating it to the club to be included in the basket.   Themes might be:  bed and bath, kitchen goodies, cards and games, and of course, garden stuff.

I have the baskets ready to be filled.  Thanks in advance for your support.




Carol Wheeler
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Minutes—Elk Grove Garden Club 
May 5, 2011 Minutes
The meeting was called to order by President Diana Raymond.  Nineteen members and four guests were present.  Minutes from the April meeting were approved with the correction that money for a Penny Pines certificate had already been sent in memory of Loraine Silveira.  The treasurer’s report was accepted.  Bills of $17.60 for newsletter postage and $75.26 for gardening books for children were presented.  

Old Business:

Carol Wheeler showed members the four children’s gardening books that have been ordered and received.  They will be given to the Franklin Elementary Children’s Garden Club.

Diana reminded us that the bus tour to Sonoma leaves at 8 am on May 11.

Memorial Plaques have been made and will be mounted on pillars.  It was noted that we need to buy three new memorial roses. 

Participants remarked on the great time had by all who carpooled to Jackson, CA, to go to the Sierra Madre Garden Club Flower Show, enjoy lunch together and shop at thrift stores.

It was moved, seconded, and passed to accept the slate of officers for next year:  Carol Wheeler, President; Jeannette Martin, Vice President, Pat Schreiber, Secretary, and Mary Gress, Treasurer.  There were no nominations from the floor.  Officers will be installed at our June meeting. 

Announcements:
May 11th – EGGC ANNUAL BUS TOUR – Sonoma $40.00—8 am

May 15-19 – 80th Annual CGCI Convention
May 26th – SRVD General Meeting and Luncheon

June 8th – Gardeners of the Grove Bus Tour – Columbia $45

Donna Williams and her crew of Janie Gessner, Carol Wheeler, and Diana Raymond were thanked for providing today’s Cinco de Mayo luncheon.  There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.

Carol Wheeler, Secretary

Following the meeting members and guests played a crossword puzzle with clues and answers pertaining to the history of Elk Grove Garden Club.   
Diana’s Trip Back East

Some of you may know that my husband and I were on vacation in May visiting friends and family in Texas, Oklahoma and Missouri.  Along the way, I was amazed by the beauty of the greenbelt area and the roadside wildflowers which were in bloom everywhere we went.  For the first part of our trip we had beautiful weather.  We stayed in a historic home in the Azalea District and toured the famous rose gardens in Tyler Texas and visited many museums.  When we planned our trip, we did not know that May was the tornado season and had been in Joplin, Missouri, sightseeing the day before the devastating tornado wiped out a major portion of the city.  Because of the bad weather that day, my husband and I decided to cut our trip short and head west away from the bad weather.  The news of the devastation was numbing.  Fortunately, our friends and family were spared and I am glad to be home.  My heart goes out to those who lost so much.
June Garden Hints 
We have had unusually cool and rainy weather this spring, but soon temperatures could reach into the upper 90’s.  So be prepared for when it happens.  Stay cool by doing your garden work in the morning hours or in the evening when the delta breezes lower the temperatures.  Wear a hat, apply sunscreen and drink water.
Your roses are hungry; continue to feed and water regularly.  If your sprinklers get foliage wet, water before noon to reduce the risk of disease.  Remove spent blossoms by cutting the stem about 1/4 inch above an outward-facing five-leaflet cluster.

All annuals and perennials benefit from deadheading.  This encourages re-bloom and keeps the garden tidy.  Shear off old lavender flowers after the blooms have faded to encourage a second bloom period in the fall.  Better yet hang the flowers in bunches until dry, strip from stem, and put in small bags for sachets.  Lavender keeps moths away from clothes and helps you to fall asleep when placed under your pillow.
Don’t allow herbs to bloom if you plan to eat them.  Pinch back for lush growth.  Watch for insects feeding on your vegetables.  Monitor for snail, slug, and earwig damage.  Watch for tomato hornworm damage.  Hand pick the larvae.  Whiteflies can develop rapidly in warm weather.  For control use yellow sticky traps, insecticidal soap or oil such as neem.  Thoroughly spray the plants covering the undersides of all infected leaves.

To be sure your plants receive the proper amount of water during hot weather, check all irrigation systems for plugged emitters and sprayers.  Consider replacing conventional sprinkler heads in landscape areas with a more water-efficient drip or soaker hose system.  Keep tree trunks dry when watering to help prevent root crown diseases.

Give house plants a place in the shade outside.  Flush soil with water to remove accumulated fertilizer salts.  Continue to fertilize those plants that stay indoors and remove dead or yellowing leaves.  I just had a colorful show of stripy red and white amaryllis blooms that I planted after Christmas in a large pot that wintered outdoors and now gave me just the patriotic splendor I needed for Memorial Day.
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Elk Grove Garden Club—Treasurer’s Report

May-June 2011

River City Bank Balance Forward

$192.98

Account closed 4/20/2011


     00.00







Premier West Bank Balance
             $1,557.30

Income/Deposit


Moved from River City Bank                192.98


Membership Dues 2 @$15.00
     30.00


Bus Tour 



51 @$40. + $10 overage   2,050.00
Total Deposit
 
                            $ 2,272.98

Expenditures


Carol Wheeler—



newsletter postage                17.60


Carol Wheeler—



school book purchase
   75.26


Paula Maida & Co, - 


Memorial Plaques                179.44


J R. Donuts—bus tour
                   34.00


Ellison Cowles—overpaid bus tour
   10.00


Jeannette Martin—


coffee for bus tour                 51.80


Diana Raymond- 



Bus Driver Gratuity                50.00
Total Expenditures                       
           $    418.10
Total Premier West Bank Balance
           $ 3,412.18

Distribution
             


Pennies for Pines
              $          $35.14

Book Fund
                               9.43 
General Fund
                       3,367.61


 Note:  Estimated profit from Bus Trip     $780.20
Herb of the Month
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Lemon Balm
Lemon balm is part of the mint family so needs to be contained.  Its leaves are gently triangular in shape with saw-toothed edges; its tiny white flowers draw bees.  It has a decidedly lemony-mint taste.  It grows in full sun to partial shade and likes moist, well drained soil.  It will grow to a height of 2-2 1/2 feet and to that width.  Mulch the roots and the plant should survive the winter. Clip leaves with a scissor or knife whenever you are ready to use them.  The leaves do bruise so handle them gently.  If you can’t use them fresh from the bush, fresh leaves can be stored in a plastic bag in the refrigerator for several days.  Dried leaves quickly lose their aroma and give up much of their oils.    Lemon balm dresses up light, uncooked foods; green salads and fruit dishes.  It makes a remarkable tea, served hot or cold.  It gives a lift to cooked vegetables, fish, chicken, grains, desserts, and jellies.  Leaves infused with a cup of boiling water and the addition of honey produces much the same effect as old-fashioned lemon-honey cough drops.  Heat destroys the oils in lemon balm leaves so add them at the end of your cooking process to retain maximum flavor.  Stir chopped lemon balm into any recipe that uses lemon juice.  The lemon flavor will be enhanced as will the color and you will be adding a taste of springtime.
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
Beyond the Garden Gate





Silent Auction and Plant Exchange


June 9, 2011








Please check those drawers, closets, and garages for useable and unusual white elephant-type items that can be brought to our next meeting.


The Silent Auction, overseen by Rosemarie   Gilbert, is one of the yearly fundraisers that is fun and can help you get rid of things you don’t need.


One’s woman’s trash is someone else’s treasure!


Favorites have been colorful pots, jewelry, kitchen equipment, glassware, books and stationery, and decorative items.


This is also the time to bring starts of your special plants to exchange with others.  They may be potted or ready to pot.
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Calendar of Events


June 8			Gardeners of the Grove Bus Tour – Columbia $45


June 9			General Meeting Installation of Officers 


				Silent Auction and Plant Exchange





		Happy Summer!
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