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Message from the President 
Thank you for your input at our last meeting in making selections for donations this year.  I met with representatives of Gardeners of the Grove and the Elk Grove Historical Society and I have news to bring before the meeting concerning our memorial roses.  Also the Elk Grove Community Garden board was flattered with our interest in the Children’s Garden.  We will vote on final decisions on February 9.
Mary Gress, our treasurer, reports that we have over half our bus filled with reservations for our spring bus tour.  Don’t forget to get your tickets soon!
I recently read an article in the Smithsonian Magazine about orchids and the intense program to hybridize new varieties.  Tom Mirenda, orchid collection specialist for Smithsonian Gardens says. ”Mankind has taken the orchid family down pathways of evolution that never would have happened in nature.  The question is, are we manipulating them or are thy manipulating us?”  There are more than 25,000 orchid species in the wild and growers have cross-bred many to create varieties that could never occur in the nature.  I am so eager to hear Vivian Sellers, at our February 9th meeting, tell us about her experiences with orchids.
See you soon, 



Carol 

Yea – It finally rained!
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Elk Grove Garden Club – Minutes
January 12, 2012

President Carol Wheeler called the meeting to order and led the pledge to the flag.  Twenty members and 1 guest, Mona Shelton, were present. Roll call was answered by naming a favorite craft, art, or collection. The 15 absent members were missed.  We were sorry to learn of the illness of Rita Montez’s husband.  Alma Brown is making good progress in her recovery and expects to be back soon.   Jenny Hill sent her greetings and is looking forward to her 100th birthday in October.

December minutes and treasurer’s report were approved.  Bills were submitted for stamps and program materials.

Correspondence:

Carol Wheeler and Diana Raymond received several 2012 calendars from the Floralix Company and will make them available at next month’s meeting.   A letter from Ruth Bancroft Succulent garden in Walnut Creek was read.  The garden is offering free entry in May to groups of 8 or more.  The club will consider a field trip.
Old Business:

Flyers and application forms for the 20th Annual Bus Tour, Thursday, April 12, were distributed.  Members are encouraged to turn in their application and $40 fee to Mary Gress before March 15.  The tour leaves at 8am from the Burlington Coat Factory parking lot and returns by 6pm.  The 2012 state convention is June 3-7.
New Business:

President Carol Wheeler reviewed donations budgeted for 2012 and suggested there was enough money in the treasury to revise the amount upwards.  At next month’s meeting we will vote on increasing our donations amount and to which project.   Possible projects:  a brick at the memorial tree at the Methodist Hospital; gate, arbor, bench or canopy at the Elk Grove Community Garden’s Children’s Garden; or donation to the Mission Blue Butterfly project of California.  President will check on the status of Old Town Brick and will be attending a meeting with the EG Historical Society to explore adding two more memorial roses.  

Members were reminded to sign-up for the January 17th SRVD meeting and plant sale.

Vivian Sellers reported it was too early to begin Florin Elementary school garden project.

Announcements:

Mary Adams-Wiley is taking orders for the February cookie sale to benefit the E. G. Food Bank.

Lorraine Krup from the EG Historical Society brought a brochure and recommendations for an African Tour she had completed.  She thought it would be of interest to club members.

EGCG pruning class January 21@10 am 
Jeannette Martin shared her free offer of dahlia bulbs from Breck Bulb Company.  
Savvy Sleuth:  A recipe for potpourri - Mary Adams-Wiley

Program:  Making pressed flower book marks and lavender sachets for nursing home residents and a   pouch of potpourri for members.

President Carol Wheeler thanked the luncheon committee for another memorable lunch:   Sandra Murray-Silva-Chair, Irene Collins, Linda De Marco and Diane Callejo.  Additional members are needed for each of the luncheon committees.  Please sign-up.
Patricia Schreiber, Secretary
Roll Call:  February 9 - What is your favorite  
 shade plant?
Savvy Sleuth:  History of the corsage              
 Julie Gaines
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Elk Grove Garden Club
Presents our

20th Annual Bus Tour

Thursday, April 12, 2012

Master Gardeners’ 
Earth Friendly 
Demonstration Gardens

Olivina Estate and Olive Mill

Alden Lane Nursery

All in Livermore, CA

Leave E. G. at 8 am

Returning 6 pm
$40.00 per ticket

Tickets will go quickly 

Get yours SOON!!

Contact Mary Gress
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It is not too late to finish pruning roses, fruit trees, shade trees and deciduous shrubs and vines.   Get those last minute bare-root purchases into the ground.  Water regularly.
Established evergreen shrubs, hedges, and vines can be tidied up and trimmed.  Cut back warm season ornamental grasses to 4-6 inches above ground.  Remove faded camellia flowers to reduce the spread of petal blight.
Now is a good time to transplant shrubs to a new location and divide clumps of perennials. Give extras to friends and neighbors.

By mid-month or just before bud swell (the first hint of color) spray fruit trees.  Use copper sulfate or fixed copper to control leaf curl on peaches and nectarines.  Spray other deciduous fruit and nut trees with horticultural oil to control scale, red mites and aphids.  Spray if no rain is forecast for the next 48 hours.
Still cold?  Watch for frost warnings; keep tender plants covered at night, uncovered in the daytime.  Tender plants, whether potted or in the ground, need to be well watered; stressed plants are more subject to killer fronts.  Leave frost damage on plants, damaged leaves may help protect the rest of the plant from further harm.

Varieties of vegetables that are not usually available at local nurseries can be started indoors.

Check garden tools for spring readiness; clean, sharpen and oil.
It’s not too early to start laying mulch.
UC Master Gardeners of Sacramento


Bulb of the Month – Hyacinth    [image: image5.wmf]
Hyacinths have a sweet fragrance that gardeners everywhere associate with spring.  The most familiar species is Hyacinth orientalis, which grows 8-12 inches tall and bears 6-10 inch pompon like-clusters of single or double flowers in colors from white to salmon, pink, yellow, blue and indigo.  Hyacinths are among the most popular house plants for midwinter flowering indoors.  
Pot them in a mixture of 1 part peat moss, 1 part potting soil and 1 part perlite.  Keep the potting mixture very moist while plants are growing, then dry after the foliage matures.  Do not fertilize.  Keep in a cool dark place for about 12 weeks until plant is about 2 inches tall.  Then bring into direct light in the coolest room in the house.  After about a week give the plant at least four hours of direct sunlight a day until buds show color.  (After reading this complicated method to get it to blossom, I suggest you buy one at the nursery already in bloom!)
Outside, plant them in full sun spaced about 5-6 inches apart and cover with 5 inches of soil.  Left undisturbed, plants will continue to blossom for years.
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Orchid Culture


Vivian Sellers,


Past President Orchid Forum


Vivian has graciously invited us to tour her greenhouse after the luncheon.





Elk Grove Garden Club - Treasurer’s Report          January 2012 – February 2012





Balance forward:                                           $   3,296.32


Income:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   


Pennies for Pines                                                      10.00                            


Book Fund                                                                  11.00


Total income                                                       $    21.00		


	Distribution


Pennies for Pines                                                            72.14			General Fund		$3,146.15


Book Fund                                                                        71.43				            Total     $3,289.72                                             32 paid members                3 honorary Members


		                    


      general fund                $3,604.86


                 total                  $3,697.43





30 Paid Members


  3 Honorary Members











Calendar





February 9, 2012  General Meeting and Luncheon – 10:30 am                           Program:  Orchid Culture – Vivian Sellers, past president Orchid Forum


Jeannette is serving her famous Amish Bread!!


Please consider carpooling to our meeting.  Parking spots are at a premium.


 

















Elk Grove Garden Club


P. O. Box 385


Elk Grove, CA  95759





Address Correction Requested





Expenditures


Postage and supplies	  	   $  27.60


Current Balance		                 $3,289.72








