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Message from the President 
 On December 1st twenty of us plan to travel south to Hughson to visit the Duarte Poinsettia Nursery.  Following a tour of the facilities there will be time to purchase Poinsettias in an amazing array of colors and patterns.  We will then head for lunch, returning to Elk Grove mid- afternoon.  I will have maps with directions to the nursery when we meet at the Burlington Coat Factory parking lot.  We plan to leave at 8 am.  Please be prompt.  Please contact your friends to set up carpools.  Mary Gress has offered to drive and I have room for three others in my car. 

With the holidays fast approaching, I am excited about our December 8th meeting and hearing your stories about Christmas in your home town and how you came to have your lovely, treasured table settings.
Thank you all very much for helping to package seeds and pot and label plants at our last meeting.   We had a regular assembly line going with work done quickly.  Those who attend the SRVD meeting in January will have a myriad of things to choose from and the profits that go to SRVD should be substantial.  Also, thanks to those who are babysitting our plants until the sale.  
See you soon, 


 Carol
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Minutes—Elk Grove Garden Club 
November 10, 2011

President Carol Wheeler called the meeting to order and led the pledge to the flag.  Twenty-four members, including Honorary Member Gladys Howard, were present and answered roll call with the name of a favorite fall flower.  Guest Suzanne Norris attended her second meeting.  Those present signed a card for Alma Brown who is still recovering from a fractured hip.

Minutes were approved as read.   Bill for postage was submitted and Treasurer’s Report approved.

Old Business:

December 1st field trip to Duarte Poinsettia Nursery will car pool from Burlington Coat Factory parking lot off E. Stockton Blvd.  Note change from Shell Station on Elk Grove Blvd.

Carol delivered gardening books to Franklin Elementary School gardening project.  Vivian Sellers reported on the need for volunteers to help supervise students at Florin Elementary School after-school gardening project.  The school has a modified traditional school calendar and is on break Nov-Jan.  A schedule for volunteers will be worked out when students return from break.  A number of members showed an interest in volunteering.

Members were reminded to bring a Christmas plate or table setting for December luncheon.   Peggy Wedge will provide one for any member who gives her a call.

New Business:

Carol reported SRVD will no longer sponsor a café as a fund raiser.  Raffle baskets for the state convention need items for garden and bath.  The gourmet basket is nearly full.

Members were reminded to bring items for December’s Silent Auction.

Bruceville Terrace and The Meadows were suggested to be recipients of the January flower project.

A November 21 pre-trip with EGGC officers to Livermore will explore possibilities for the spring bus tour.

Our canned food collection for the EG Food Bank exceeded expectation was delivered after the meeting.  This was supplemented with a $100 donation to Raley’s  Food for Families.  

Is it time for EGGC  to consider  promoting public relations regarding our considerable community involvement  with the schools, food bank and other activities?  This question was raised by Vivian.

Announcements:

Sacramento Public Library downtown is sponsoring a Jane Austin Birthday Tea in the Galleria December 11 at 2pm.  Free.  Reservations online required.

Mary Adams-Wiley will be sponsoring a Valentine Cookie Sale to benefit the Food Bank.  She is seeking volunteers to bake cookies.

Savvy Sleuth:  Elk Grove Food Bank – Carol Wheeler

Program:  Packaging seeds and potting plants for plant sale

President Carol Wheeler thanked the luncheon committee for their toothsome lunch.  Chair- Mary Adams-Wiley, Anna Ford, Karen Nelson, and Julie Gaines.

Patricia Schreiber, Secretary

Agenda Items – December 8, 2011
Spring Bus Trip
Pressed Flower Crafts – January Program

Semi-Annual Silent Auction
Please remember to bring to our

December 8, 2011 meeting

Nearly new items to be part of our
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Such as:

Books, plants, decorative items, candles, dishware, baskets, baked goods

Use your imagination!!

Proceeds go in the treasury to be used for projects throughout the year.
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December can be a low activity month in the garden, although there is always something to do.
Select poinsettias with tight flower buds; firm, colorful bracts; and full, deep green foliage all along the stems.  When you bring home your poinsettia remember to remove or poke holes in the foil wrapper to allow for good drainage.  Poinsettias like a warm sunny location away from heating vents and drafts.

If you have a living tree for the holidays move it inside for only 10 days.  Before you do, spray branches with water to remove insects, water well.  Place away from heating vents.

Bring in branches of berries, such as cotoneaster, toyon, or pyracantha to decorate your house.

Later in the month bare-roots trees, shrubs, and vines will begin to arrive at nurseries.  Shop early for the best selection.

December typically has temperatures below freezing.  Be prepared to offer protection for frost-tender plants.  Use a cloth sheet, burlap or frost blanket.  Remove covers during the day.
Now is a good time to get hand tools like pruners sharpened and oiled and ready to use.  Wash dirt off shovels, rakes and other garden tools before putting them away for the winter.
Begin to prune roses.  Plan to attend a rose pruning clinic next month if you need to sharpen your pruning techniques.  Spray pruned roses with horticultural oil to kill overwintering aphid and mite eggs.

Pull or hoe new weeds while they are small and easy to remove. 
Sacramento County Master Gardeners
Bulb of the Month – Hippeastrum[image: image5.wmf]

“Amaryllis”
A favorite at Christmas time, amaryllis are in stores from October on.  If planted then, they flower for the holidays.  I bought a blub on the Boonie Lang field trip and it is now sprouting.  Almost all amaryllis sold are hybrids.  Named varieties or color selections are available in reds, pinks, salmon, near-orange and white, some striped.  Newer forms include double-flowered varieties.   Plant in rich, sandy soil mix.  Set upper half of bulb above the soil surface.  Firm soil, water well, then keep barely moist until growth begins.  Keep in a warm dark place until rooted.  (I have mine next to the computer for the warmth.)  Increase watering as leaves form.  When plant blooms, move it out of the direct sunlight.  When flowers fade, cut off stem, keep watering.  When leaves yellow, withhold water.  Let plants dry out.  They can be planted outdoors where they bloom in spring.  Leaves appear after blooms, growing through summer and disappearing in the fall.  I have successfully planted mine outdoors for years, most of the time in containers, that I can move to the front door  when they bloom for a spectacular display.
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December 8  - Luncheon Menu


Swedish Meatballs with Noodles


Fruit and Green Salads


Cookies 


Peppermint Chip Ice Cream


Glogg                                         (Hot Swedish Spiced Cider)


�








Let’s Do Lunch


Thank you to all who have volunteered to help prepare and serve food for our delicious luncheons.  Because our group is growing in numbers, it now means that a couple of extra people are needed each month to spread the effort and expense around.  Please consider offering to help more than once.


We all are excited when our number is called to receive a door prize to take home and admire or eat. Think about bringing plants from your garden, baked goods, a craft you enjoy or take a trip to the dollar store.  This is intended to be fun but not expensive.             Surprise us!








Elk Grove Garden Club - Treasurer’s Report           November-December 2011





Balance forward:                                           $   3,532.82


Income:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Book fund                                                                  6.00                                                                                                                                                      Penny Pines                                                               6.00


Total income                                                         $12.00		


	Distribution


Pennies for Pines                                                            62.14			General Fund		$3,280.30


Book Fund                                                                        60.43				            Total     $3,402.77                                            31 paid members                3 honorary Members


		                    


      general fund                $3,604.86


                 total                  $3,697.43





30 Paid Members


  3 Honorary Members











Calendar





December 1 – Poinsettia Nursery Field Trip – 8 am 


Carpooling leaving Elk Grove at 8 am from the parking lot near Burlington Coat Factory on East Stockton Blvd.  


December 8 – General Meeting and lunch.  


Remember to bring your holiday tablesetting and memories of Christmas past.


	Please consider carpooling to our meeting.  Parking spots are at a premium.


 

















Elk Grove Garden Club


P. O. Box 385


Elk Grove, CA  95759





Address Correction Requested





Expenditures


Carol Wheeler  - postage  	         $ 15.80                                         CGCI Insurance 35X.75                       26.25         Food for Families 	                           100.00                                           			       $142.05


Current Balance		    $3,402.77








